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Minute 4:40 (approx.) 1 
 2 
Now this passages of scripture is somewhat controversial as you can see for yourself. There 3 
are lots of people who shy away from it, honestly it’s not one that I looked forward to 4 
preaching today. Not because we want to be disobedient or hard-hearted or have deaf ears 5 
to the Lord but because it’s hard for us to figure out and the fact of the matter is that we hear 6 
so much in our culture, we’re so influenced and impacted by the culture that we, um, we’re 7 
kindof predisposed to think differently than the word of God speaks and so that makes it 8 
hard for us to get our minds and hearts around certain things. So this morning I want you to 9 
prayerfully journey with me as we make our way through this passage as we try to do faithful 10 
diligence to the text and hear what God is saying, not what men would impose on the text 11 
and claim that he said.  12 

There are important words here for men. There are important words here for women. And 13 
there are important words about the distinctions between men and women. And so we’re 14 
going to unpack those together. 15 

The first thing that the apostle Paul says to Timothy, again I remind you, that the church is in 16 
a bit of a confused state. There’s obviously some contention going on in the church. There’s 17 
quarrelling there’s anger, there’s animosity flowing in this church that Paul is writing to 18 
Timothy and encouraging him how to address these things, and he implies to us, he tells us 19 
in directly if not directly, what the issues are. And this one today is no different. And so he 20 
begins in chapter 2, verse 8, with this statement, he says I desire then that in every place the 21 
men should pray. So some important words for men here. I desire. Now Paul is not talking 22 
about his personal opinions here. He’s not talking about his personal wishes or wants for the 23 
congregation. He’s speaking with an apostolic voice here. He’s speaking with this voice of 24 
authority that’s coming from God. It is a command. It is full apostolic authority that Paul is 25 
speaking with, not his wish. This word desire, that’s translated desire, is different than the 26 
way we would think of it. I desire. I command you, he says the, that in every place, the men. 27 
The men. As opposed to women. He’s very clear. Now, some of you ladies are gonna think, 28 
well it only gives one verse to men and then he gives the rest of us, or a good portion of it to 29 
women. I need you to back up. He’s been speaking to men since the very beginning. He’s 30 
been addressing and taking up the issues with the men from the very outset of this letter. 31 
Here he is specifically speaking to them. You know, God’s word is simple. It’s complex. 32 
Sometimes he speaks generally to large groups of people, to everyone, sometimes he 33 
identifies particular people he’s speaking to. Right here, he’s giving a particular emphasis to 34 
the men. Particularly the men who are in the church who are in responsible for leading the 35 
worship of the church. 36 

In every place, it’s probably a two-fold meaning here. The man homes where the Ephsaisn 37 
believers were meeting, gathering to worship God and globally speaking, wherever God’s 38 
people gather together in public worship of God. He’s speaking to these particular places. So 39 
this is a particular scenario. It’s not a general scenario. It’s not a general place or 40 
circumstance that he’s addressing. He is addressing the public worship of the body of Christ. 41 
Wherever that occurs. Whenever that occurs. He’s not talking about a fellowship gathering of 42 
the church. He’s not talking about a Bible study during the week that might be occurring at 43 
the church. He’s not talking about anything else that’s relevant to the church. He’s talking 44 
about what we’re doing right here today, the public gathering together for the expressed 45 
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purpose of giving worship. That’s what the context is here, and it’s very important that we 46 
understand that.  47 

I desire then that in every place, the men should pray, that men should pray. We talked 48 
about that last week, about praying. Particularly evangelistic praying. In every place. He’s 49 
encouraging the men because they have the responsibility for giving leadership to the 50 
worship. They are charged as the spiritual leaders, both at home and in the church, as it 51 
gathers for worship. Now I know our culture, our society bristles at this. But this is because 52 
of the influence of man-made, man-generated ideas and opinions. Not because of what God 53 
has said in his word. It’s important that we keep that in perspective. Some faithful people will 54 
take issue with this text based upon 1 Corinthians 11:5, where Paul said every man who 55 
prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonours his head. But every wife who prays or 56 
prophesies with her head uncovered dishonours her head. So it seems like he’s saying that 57 
she can pray and prophesy publicly. Well, that’s exactly what he’s saying. But you must take 58 
that verse, 1 Corinthians 11:5, in the full context of the entire letter to the Corinthians and if 59 
you look in chapter 14, verses 34 and 35, there Paul forbids women to speak in the worship 60 
assembly, the gathering, the public worship of the church. 61 

The point that he’s making. Women are permitted to pray and proclaim the word of God. 62 
With one exception. It is not permitted in the public gathering of the church. The public 63 
worship gathering. Now this is not about a discrepancy in value. Right? You understand that. 64 
We’re not talking about inequality. This is where society loses its way, loses its place. It gets 65 
into these, it starts fabricating arguments and super-imposing them upon God’s word. It’s not 66 
about equality. Men and women are equal as image-bearers of God’s glory, of God’s 67 
greatness. We are created in his image. Men and women are equal in grace. It’s the blood of 68 
Christ that saves all of us. There’s no hierarchy here in that regard. Men and women, 69 
though, are different in design. Would anyone here today argue with that? And I’m thankful 70 
that we’re different. I’m glad that my wife is not a man. [laughter] And I think she’s probably 71 
grateful that I’m not a woman. It works better that way. You know why? Because God 72 
designed us to complement one another, for me to complete her and she completes me. In 73 
the context of doing life. And in regard to that difference in design, God has instructed men 74 
to be spiritual leaders for their family. Spiritual leadership in the family. And the church is 75 
what? If we were to boil it down, what is the church? It's a combination of families, isn't it? 76 
It’s a bigger family. It's the family of God. And so God is consistent in this. This is the way 77 
he’s designed it. It's not about equality, inequality. Wipe that away. Men and women are 78 
instructed to submit to this design. Now it's not intended to be an excuse, now this is where 79 
another aspect where the church has hurt itself through the years, it’s not an excuse for 80 
attitudes of superiority and abuse. It's not a place or an excuse for men to oppress women or 81 
abuse women or to even have those attitudes.  82 

One of the best examples of how this relationship of submitting to one another works is that 83 
in the Trinity. God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. They are all equal. They are 84 
fully God. They each bear the full perfections and identity of who God is and yet the Son has 85 
submitted himself to the Father. Not making him any less equal. In fact, Philippians Paul 86 
wrote there and said that he didn't consider it something worthwhile to grasp, to hold on to 87 
being in that position, where he's unwilling to be submissive. But submitted himself to the 88 
Father's wishes and plans. And the Spirit does the same thing unto the Father and the Son. 89 
And so we see that same kind of relationship illustrated in the home and in the church. He 90 
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says I desire that in every place, the men should pray. Lifting up holy hands. Now he’s not 91 
talking about posture here nor gesture. So, this doesn’t mean that you have to lift up your 92 
hands, literally, in order to pray. You can. But he’s not instructing you to do that. What’s he 93 
saying here? He’s talking about the condition, the attitude, of the spirit, of the heart. He’s 94 
speaking about how we live our lives. Holy lives, coming with clean hearts before the Lord. 95 
We don't come to him with our vileness and our corruption and our sin on display, right? In 96 
fact, the Psalmist tells us in 66:18 that if I cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not 97 
have listened. He says if you regard, if you carve out a place, a sanctified place of protection 98 
for sin in your life, then God says I'm not going to listen to your prayer. Why? Until you deal 99 
with the sin first. You must deal with the sin first.  100 

God's people were accustomed to washing their hands before they went to the altar. It was 101 
an outward symbolism for approaching God in cleanliness, in holiness, not coming with the 102 
things of life all draped upon us. Psalm 26:6. I wash my hands in innocent and go around 103 
your altar, O Lord. James 4:8 says draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse 104 
your hands you sinners and purify your hearts, you double minded. So he's clearly speaking 105 
about the condition of our heart. How do we approach God? Do we approach him with purity 106 
in heart, in motivation or do we approach him with the world's stains and baggage cluttering 107 
up our lives? 108 

These points clearly point to this inward condition of our life. It focuses on being in right 109 
fellowship with God, which is the right posture for prayer, is it not? If we really want to have 110 
the ear of God, then we must be in harmony with God. We must in fellowship with God. Not 111 
guarding and protecting sin or corruption, things that displease God. He says to come 112 
without anger or quarrelling. This was the problem or at least the major problem going on in 113 
the church in Ephesus. They were quarrelling and they were angry with one another. False 114 
teachers had effectively divided people into camps and so they were arguing and warring 115 
against one another. Later on in the letter in chapter 6, Paul reference craving for quarrels. 116 
You ever met anybody that craved quarrelling? I mean sometimes we all kinda get that way, 117 
don’t we? We get just – we’re just kinda- my mom used to say, we’re just stewing for a fight. 118 
Brewing for a fight. You know? Just under the boil, waiting for that moment. And somebody 119 
just pushes us a little bit too far. And then we can unpack it right then, right there, right? He 120 
says craving for quarrels and constant friction. You know that saying, some people say, you 121 
know, that you can’t be happy unless you’re unhappy? Some people can’t be happy unless 122 
they’re in a quarrel, in a fuss, they need that energy, they need that purpose in their life, so 123 
they’re just always prone and bent in that direction. That seems to be what was going on in 124 
this church because there was false teaching, there was erroneous doctrine being 125 
advocated. They weren’t paying attention to truth. And so there was this array of things 126 
hitting their radar, they were not being held accountable to the word of God. And so there 127 
everyone had their own opinion. They weren’t submitting themselves to God. They were 128 
submitting themselves to themselves. And so they were always at odds with one another. 129 
Man’s hyper competitive nature is to argue and fight, is it not? That seems to be what he’s 130 
addressing here. Come to these worship services, you’re leading the worship, come with 131 
holy hands uplifted to the Lord. A heart that’s bent toward him in holiness and without sin 132 
and corruption Without quarrelling, without arguing, without posturing towards one another. 133 
Without ill feelings. You know, most men would rather be, what, right than reconciled. Right? 134 
Am I lying? Okay, thank you for that. Somebody, way back there in the back, all the way up 135 
in the top. Thank you, Mark. I’m sure the sound’s just not working down here like it is up 136 
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there.  137 
 138 
(Minute 20:27) 139 

And in our modern day, it’s been translated, encouraged both genders isn’t it? That hyper 140 
competitive gotta be right rather than reconciled. Gotta get my way. Gotta prove as Gary 141 
prayed earlier, as we talked about on several occasions, that it’s more important to be 142 
powerful in our world today than it is to be in unity, to be in harmony with one another. Paul 143 
addressed two women in Philippi who were feuding, didn’t he? Euodia, Syntyche. He said I 144 
wish, I pray, that they would come together, stop feuding, stop quarrelling. The disciples 145 
quarrelled with one another over who was top dog. Over rank. Sometimes the disciples 146 
came to Jesus about other people around them. Lord, should we pray and call down fire and 147 
lightning and just zap em? Paul’s encouraging a totally different demeanour among men who 148 
are leading. Your job is to lead.  149 

Then he offers important words for women in the local church. Likewise, verse 9 says, 150 
likewise the context has not changed. The context is now still the same. Public worship. 151 
Gathering of the church. Nothing’s changed. Paul is commanding authoritative words from 152 
God not opinion. Nothing’s changed. Likewise, adorn. We understand this word, don’t we? 153 
Adorn themselves. Women should adorn themselves how? Adorn means, to put it in a word, 154 
to arrange, to make read, to prepare. Ladies, you know that. You probably didn’t get up this 155 
morning and use that word, did you? Honey, give me 30 minutes while I adorn myself for 156 
worship. You didn’t think about that, did you? You might’ve said I gotta put my face on. I 157 
gotta, you know, make myself pretty, whatever it is you might say in your home. He uses the 158 
word adorn, to make ready. And he goes in to really some areas we’d just soon he didn’t. 159 
Makes us a little uncomfortable, didn’t it? As with men, the preparation is both external and 160 
internal. Make the outward appearance and demeanour appropriate for the occasion. Let me 161 
say that again. Make the outward appearance and demeanour appropriate for the occasion. 162 
Hellenistic culture women were known to elaborately braid their hair and it was a sign of 163 
extravagant luxury. There were flaunting. They were flaunting their resources. They were 164 
flaunting their status, their stature. As they came in to church. You ever been to a church 165 
where that goes on? It doesn’t happen here. I would be, you’d be hard pressed to prove to 166 
me, to convince me that it happens at this church. Not to give you a pass now, I don’t want 167 
you to check out on me. But you’ve been in these churches, right? A fancy hairstyle and 168 
fancy jewellery conjoined together demonstrated vanity. So Paul is saying there’s something 169 
wrong, amiss with the attitudes when we gather together for worship, of whom? We’re 170 
gathering together with the purpose of worshiping God and we come in with this extravagant 171 
display of my own self-worth, my own position, my own beauty, my own superiority. You see 172 
how this conflicts? You see how this works against the purpose of gathering together just 173 
like men coming together, elbowing each other for top dog? Fighting and quarrelling over 174 
who’s got the right to do this or say this and who’s wrong, who’s right? This is, imagine being 175 
in Ephesus at that church and trying to go to a worship service. All these peacocks and 176 
bobcats going at it all the time. Right? Seems to be what Paul’s addressing. He says do not 177 
dress in a way that attracts attention and distracts from worship.  Whether it’s internal or 178 
external. Internally our attitude should not be distracting from worship or drawing attention to 179 
ourselves. The same thing is true by the way we present ourselves outwardly. One author 180 
said this, he said to come to church attired in such an ostentatious way was at best a 181 
distraction from honouring God and at worst an attempt to seduce the men of the church. 182 
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Now you think I call it like it is! That’s pretty straight, right? How should we navigate this 183 
issue? Again, it’s about considering the condition of the heart. What’s the intent? Is the intent 184 
to exalt God, to worship God, to come and be closer in intimacy with God, to grow in him? Or 185 
is it an event where I’m drawing attention to myself? 186 

He says, wear respectable apparel with modesty and self-control. What is proper for a 187 
woman who professes godliness? What’s proper for her to wear externally? What’s proper 188 
for her to adorn her heart and soul with when she comes to worship? Her character should 189 
be demonstrated by her good deeds. This should be her adornment. This should be the last 190 
thing, impression that she makes on those that she encounters, right? Just as men should 191 
not lead the church and the last thing we remember and think about is the way that they won 192 
the right- the war of words with one of their rivals at church, right? But that we should 193 
remember their godly attitudes, their mild and gentle and tender way. And their wisdom, their 194 
love for the Lord and love for God’s people. A woman’s lasting fragrance should not 195 
necessarily be the cologne she’s wearing but her good deeds should adorn her life. Her love 196 
and affection for other women, for her own family. Respectable apparel with modesty and 197 
self-control.  198 

Now, what Paul is not saying is that he is not saying that you should get up in the morning 199 
with your hair dishevelled and your face askew and go out in public or go to church that way. 200 
He’s not saying that it’s wrong for you to fix your hair or to put on a nice clothing, put on nice 201 
clothing before you go to church. That’s not what he’s saying, ok? Some abuse the text by 202 
claiming those kind of things, but you get the spirit of the text, right? It’s about the attitude of 203 
the heart and why we’re coming together. Now let’s think about the important words that he 204 
shares about the roles in the local church.  205 

(min 29) 206 
Radical feminism has engulfed our culture like a tsunami. Particularly in the last generation. 207 
It’s been happening for the past couple of hundred years but it has exploded in recent years. 208 
We hear all the time we are now striving for gender neutrality for gender fluidity. You name it. 209 
You know, it’s just gender whatever you want. And I would say to you that this is a blatant, a 210 
blatant, I’m gonna say it one more time. A blatant guidance, direction, strategy of Satan to 211 
oppose and usurp the authority of God and God’s plan and purpose for us and himself. And 212 
when we cater to it, casually, indifferently, carelessly, we’re propagating what Satan wants to 213 
accomplish. When you think about the problems with gender in our culture, God made us 214 
distinct. He made man, he made woman. He called them man and woman. God wasn’t too 215 
concerned about which pronouns he used. Right? About you know, whether Eve said you 216 
know I don’t like this woman. How bout, you know, you make me man. And him woman. God 217 
did what he did and he did it the way he did it in the order that he did it. And who’s the 218 
creature to stand up and shake their hands at him and say, you got it wrong? And we know 219 
better. Satan does. Satan has always sought to defy God. And so when it moves into our 220 
midst into our hearts and minds and our lips, our tongues, all we’re doing is expressing the 221 
hatred, the animosity, the rebellion that’s common to Satan. As God’s people, we desire, 222 
should desire to obey God’s commands, to do things his way. When we do, when we do, he 223 
always blesses and he glorifies. Again, I remind you, we’re talking about a public gathering 224 
of the church for worship. Okay?  225 
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When you leave here today, what’s the one thing you’re gonna carry with you? This text is 226 
focused on the public gathering for worship in the church. Right? Now Paul gives us a 227 
liberating instruction here, and a limiting instruction. Liberating and limiting.  228 

I know the world reads this and the world says, Boy, how oppressive and abusive and 229 
chauvinistic and misogynistic is God and the Christian faith. And all those who ascribe to it. 230 
That’s not what’s going on here. Paul says in verse 11, let a woman learn quietly. Let a 231 
woman learn. Feminists overlook this important point with their caricatures of Christianity in 232 
the Bible. They tell us God’s word’s antiquated, it’s out of touch. They tell us that God’s 233 
instruction on these matters is oppressive and abusive. They tell us that Paul was a 234 
chauvinist pushing back against the progressive culture of his own day. These claims are 235 
intellectually dishonest. Throughout history, throughout history, women have been 236 
demeaned and treated like property. And every meaningful culture that has ever existed in 237 
the history of mankind, this has been, this has been the norm. And for anyone to make you 238 
think otherwise is just intellectually dishonest. In many cultures, they were possessions, just 239 
like livestock. Maybe not even as valuable. There are some exceptions, but not very many. 240 
Most women were discouraged and restricted from learning, from being educated. Rabbis in 241 
the Jewish culture, for instance, wouldn’t even address a woman. That’s what’s so 242 
scandalous about Jesus’s encounter with the woman at the well. That’s what the disciples 243 
didn’t understand. He was, quote rabbi, teacher, and yet here he was having a conversation, 244 
a meaningful conversation, a spiritual conversation with this woman, a woman who was also 245 
a Samaritan. Paul says, let a woman learn. This is a liberating instruction. Paul has just 246 
shattered the culture of his day. What? He’s writing to the churches and saying, Let a 247 
woman learn. Talking about equality, he’s just put them on the same plane with men. Have 248 
you heard anybody make that argument lately? Well you have now. And the same is true 249 
throughout the word of God. God is not against women. God’s Word is not against women. 250 
It’s for women. He made women. He made woman in his image as he made man in his 251 
image, to be image bearers of God.  252 

Priscilla and Aquila. You know those names? If you read in the book of Acts, there was a 253 
guy there, a preacher named Apollos and he was an eloquent speaker, the scripture says. 254 
But he had some holes in his theology. He had some holes in his doctrine. He was weak in 255 
some areas. And the scripture says that Priscilla and Aquila took him aside privately and 256 
they taught him. They proclaimed the word and prayed, obviously. And they strengthened 257 
him so that he was better at what he did. And to Apollos’s credit, he apparently took the 258 
instruction favourably. The Bible shares this. Jesus ministry was characterized by what? He 259 
always had women around, they weren’t waiting on him hand and foot. They were traveling 260 
as part of the group that he travelled with. And he was always ministering to women. Not like 261 
the rabbis or other cultures. Luke 10. Remember the story of Martha and Mary, when Jesus 262 
was in their home? Martha’s, she’s fixing dinner and she’s all caught up [laughs], the culture 263 
would say, women’s work. Where was Mary? You remember, right? Come on. She was 264 
seated right in front of Jesus, what? She was listening. Jesus didn’t say, Mary, you can’t sit 265 
here. Go. You can’t be in here with the men. This is serious stuff. No, she was sitting there 266 
and it says she was hearing and learning. And Martha’s the one that got upset. Martha had 267 
the problem with women learning. Why isn’t Mary in here helping me with this work? What 268 
do you think you’re doing, Mary? That’s not culturally acceptable! And she was upset and 269 
Jesus said, Martha, Martha, you’re distracted by so many things. You’re distracted by the 270 
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world’s teaching, the world’s opinion, but Mary has chosen what? The good part. She’s 271 
doing the right thing. You should come join. There’ll be time to prepare food later.  272 

I mentioned the encounter with the women at the well, or should we go to his first 273 
appearance after he resurrected. Who did he show himself to first? Women. He told them to 274 
go and tell the disciples. The disciples are the ones that had trouble with it. Let a woman 275 
learn. This is positive. This is a liberating teaching. Coming from Paul. Let a woman learn 276 
quietly. Quiet or quietly occurs three times in this little short brief chapter. Silent. If your 277 
translation says ‘silent’, that’s not a good translation. Quietly means in a calm, respectful 278 
demeanour. Again, what’s the context? Fighting, quarrelling, arguing, yelling at each other 279 
across the church or across the room. Calling each other names. You know, whatever it may 280 
be, stomping out. Women- not only were men doing it, women evidently were joining in the 281 
fray.  282 

Now what did this do? God’s plan for the home is what? Man, you are the spiritual leader of 283 
that home. You are God’s representative to lead your family spiritually. Your wife is your 284 
equal, complementary partner in this. But your responsibility is to teach. Your responsibility 285 
is to lead that family spiritually under the admonition of the Lord. Now, you go to a public 286 
gathering of the church and it gets raucous. And your wife stands up in the middle of the 287 
meeting and she starts calling, yelling at somebody across for whatever they were teaching. 288 
Now not only is she overstepping her bounds but she’s also embarrassing her spiritual 289 
leader husband. All of a sudden, the home has been turned on its head. Just like it was in 290 
Eden, when Eve usurped her responsibility from Adam. And where Adam allowed it, by 291 
abdicating his responsibility. You see, one does and they both go. And they get, they find 292 
themselves at odds with God, and they find themselves in the throes of no blessing, of 293 
misery and devastation and destruction. But when it’s done God’s way, God steps in and 294 
honours that and brings peace and contentment and joy. Silence is not the right translation 295 
here. It’s speaking to demeanour and practicality. Listen, right now, are you sitting and 296 
listening quietly? Yes? You’re showing respect for the authoritative teaching of God’s word in 297 
this local church. This is exactly what Paul was advocating. He’s advocating it as much for 298 
the men as he is for the women. Not to take anything away from this special instruction he’s 299 
giving here. But you would sit respectfully in any teaching and learning scenario. So this is 300 
not outrageous, is it? Like the world wants us to think it is. Let her be respectful and attentive 301 
and peaceful. She shouldn’t be agitated, demanding, brash and inattentive. Submit to the 302 
knowledge and the authority of the teacher.  303 

Now. Limiting instruction. Paul says, verse 12, I do not permit a woman to teach or to 304 
exercise authority over a man. This is where it gets tight. Isn’t it? I remind you, again, where 305 
are we? Public gathering of the church for worship. It points to authoritative teaching 306 
associated with the gathered church. The Bible says learning is in. Teaching is out. 307 
Particular kind of teaching. Did you get that? Learning is in. This is liberating. This is freeing. 308 
This is not normal in culture. Teaching is out. What kind of teaching? Teaching the gathered 309 
body of Christ in a public worship setting. That’s the only place that is forbidden. Many 310 
assume this means a woman should never teach a man anything. We all know that’s 311 
practically impossible anyway, right? [laughs] You ladies know. But this assumption’s not 312 
consistent with God’s word. Joel 2:28 says, I will pour out my spirit on all flesh. Your sons 313 
and daughters shall prophesy. It does not mean all who are called to serve, that all are 314 
called to serve the church in a teaching office. It doesn’t mean that. But listen, he’s not 315 
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implying that all men should fill that office. All God’s people are to give witness to his word 316 
and to the gospel. All people. All of us have a responsibility to pray, to prophesy, in other 317 
words to teach, to communicate the word of God as we go, even in special circumstances, 318 
gathered together with others. And like-mindedness. Just not in the gathered public worship 319 
of the church. Colossians 3:16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. Teaching and 320 
admonishing one another in all wisdom. He doesn’t, it isn’t just to women. And it’s not talking 321 
about a gathered worship place for the church. Ephesians says the same thing. People jump 322 
to the conclusion, Well, these are instructions for worship. They’re not. They’re instructions 323 
for everyday living. Peripeteia. As you go about your life. As you’re moving around 324 
throughout life, let the word of Christ dwell in your richly, teaching and admonishing one 325 
another in all wisdom, singing hymns, psalms and spiritual songs with thankfulness in your 326 
hearts to God. It’s not giving us directions for how to conduct worship. It’s telling us how to 327 
live our lives.  328 

Teach. This word ‘teach’. In the pastoral epistles, it has a restricted sense of authoritative 329 
doctrinal instruction. It’s teaching like Paul did as an apostle. It’s also teaching like what the 330 
elders of the church are set apart to do. Right here in this place. This helps us to understand 331 
better the context of this passage. Paul’s addressing issues troubling the church, created 332 
primarily by false teachers. The people are stirred up. The men are quarrelling. They’re 333 
arguing. They’re fighting. Women are being drawn into the fray. It’s total unrest and chaos. 334 
And the word of God, the doctrines of God’s truth are being pulled at and frayed and 335 
unravelled because they’re giving way to false teachers’ opinions and desires and the 336 
culture’s influence and impact upon the church, rather than upon the authoritative teaching 337 
of the word of God. Paul says, cut it out. Stop it! Men, stop quarrelling, stop arguing, stop 338 
advocating for these things that are false. Get your hearts right with God and lead the church 339 
in true worship. Women, stop overstepping and learn from the faithful elders. I do not permit 340 
them to teach or to exercise authority.  341 

Some people try to make this say they were usurping authority, but it’s not really. He’s, he’s 342 
translating both of these in positive senses. They travel together, teaching or to exercise 343 
authority. This authority’s reserved for the elders, pastors, overseers in the church. And they 344 
needed to adopt the attitude, as we heard this morning, from Luke in our Sunday school time 345 
together, adults, of Hebrews 13:17. Which says, obey your leaders and submit to them. In 346 
other words, give way to their authority and teaching. They have the responsibility of giving 347 
account for what they’re teaching, not that the church should ignore any false teaching. 348 
They’re keeping watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this 349 
with joy and not with groaning for that would be of no advantage to you.  350 

Now there may be other teaching situations where the same instruction applies. Writing 351 
creeds. Confessions that summarize doctrine, formulating church policy. On theological 352 
issues and likely church discipline or places where they have exclusive responsibility to 353 
guide and direct the church in these matters. And as preaching, the authoritative 354 
proclamation of scripture. Preaching’s not infallible. Because men are not infallible. 355 
Preachers must adhere to scripture. We put so much emphasis on it. Look, if you come up 356 
here, if you’re invited to spend 40 minutes in this pulpit, in front of you, on a Sunday morning. 357 
You’d better be adhering to the word of God to the doctrinal faithful teaching of God’s word. 358 
If you stray off of that, you won’t be back in here again. It’s not gonna happen. I worked too 359 
hard for too many years to devote this pulpit to what God’s describes the pulpit should be. 360 
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It’s not a place for entertainment. It’s not a place for us to express our opinions and ideas 361 
and honestly I’ll confess to you there’ve been to many occasions where I’ve allowed those 362 
opinions and ideas to infiltrate my own thinking and find their way out of my own big mouth. 363 
But that is not the desire or what I’m accountable to do here.  364 

And anyone who stands here must make whatever the message of the text of this word is 365 
that we’re focused on that day, should be the message that we proclaim to the people. And 366 
our job is to make it plain as we possibly can for understanding. God takes us and uses it 367 
and applies it to your hearts, faithfully. I can’t do that. All I can do is make the text as plain as 368 
possible so you can understand it. After that, it’s up to God to do what he will with you. I can’t 369 
make it produce fruit. But God says it always does. That the word of God never comes back 370 
void. Right? Right. You may think you suppressed it. You may think you got away with it this 371 
Sunday. Well you know I was in there and boy God was working on my heart, but I got in my 372 
car and got away, couldn’t’ do it, didn’t catch me. Oh he’s hot on your trail. What you don’t 373 
know is the word of God has been planted on your heart and in your mind and it’s gonna 374 
haunt you, haunt you, haunt you until the day you die and you stand before God and then it’ll 375 
be a full blown screen in front of everybody. And you better know it. It’s coming. You can’t 376 
hide from it.  377 

There are other teaching opportunities exclusively reserved for the elders. Training other 378 
elders. Teaching classes, articles, writing position papers, pertaining to doctrinal matters. 379 
That’s the responsibility of the elders. And there are plenty of teaching opportunities in the 380 
church open to gifted teachers other than the elders.  381 

Now, finally, God’s design rejected by man and woman. Why’s this such an important 382 
matter? Paul takes us back to the very beginning. Takes us back to the created order. 383 
Stressing God’s prerogatives. God’s got prerogatives. God’s got a design. It’s his design. It’s 384 
his creation. We can sit here and second guess and think we know and think we have a 385 
better way. And if God is so unfair cause he did this. But this is what God is designed. And 386 
because he is the author and maker and finisher of all things, God stands behind what he 387 
has made and what he has designed. He has no reason to make sure that when we turn it 388 
upside down and do it our way, that it needs to be blessed. That is needs to perpetuate. 389 
Maybe it only needs to be destroyed and snuffed out. But when God says you do things the 390 
way I have prescribed and you follow my design, God says it’s on me. It rests on my 391 
reputation and it rests in my power and I will do with it as I choose. I will bless it.  392 

God designed creation according to his plans and his desires. He created man first. And 393 
instructed him to be the spiritual leader. Then he created woman, took a rib out of the side of 394 
Adam. Adam said this is now bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. He looked at all the 395 
animals God had made and he didn’t see any similarities. Now I know that animal rights 396 
people are gonna get upset about that. I’ll have everybody upset before the day is over. It’s 397 
ok. But he made her especially as a complement to him, as a helpmate. Not inferior. Distinct. 398 
Distinct. That together they might accomplish God’s purposes and God’s plans. They’re 399 
created equal in person, distinct in function or role. Sin entered the world because they both 400 
failed to obey God’s design. Eve ended up being in the point of leadership, spiritually 401 
speaking, and some people think Adam must’ve been asleep at the wheel, off on the other 402 
side of the garden. I think he was right there. He just abdicated his leadership. She was 403 
deceived by Satan. She sinned. Adam failed to assume his role as leader which allowed Eve 404 
to be deceived. Adam then willingly chose to rebel against God. The result is sin and 405 
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devastation upon all creation, and it’s evident everywhere we look today. What we see going 406 
on in our culture today, the divisiveness, the anger, the frustration. It all is a result of Adam 407 
and Eve getting things turned upside down. Not being obedient to God’s design.  408 

Anytime humans rebel against God’s design, our hearts are hardened against him, 409 
destruction and misery always follow. When we follow his patterns, submit to his design, his 410 
commands, we are blessed. So women should lean into God’s glorious design and 411 
commands. God has made you gloriously distinct from man. He’s equipped you to do things 412 
that men can’t do. If I would be so bold, maybe more things than men can do. I’ll never get to 413 
bear a child. And I’m thankful for that. I’m also grateful that my wife was equipped with the 414 
ability to do that. Or we wouldn’t have three precious daughters and three grandchildren and 415 
a couple son in laws now. He also gifted her with a special ability to nurture and to shape 416 
those young lives as they came into our lives. That I wasn’t gifted with. They only came to 417 
me when they need something fixed or a hard decision has to be made. Yeah cause as dads 418 
we don’t think twice about that, right? Cut it off. Shut it down. But more times than not, in our 419 
household, my response to my girls was always, Let’s go talk to your mom. [laughter] I’ll go 420 
tell your mom she’s needed, right? Cause there are just things I couldn’t do.  421 

There are plenty of opportunities, listen, when she was working as a nurse all night long, 422 
things would happen and those girls came to me. And I needed to be mom in that moment 423 
and it was not pretty [laughter]. God knew what he was doing when he designed things the 424 
way that he did. Both men and women are working by God’s design to the same end. His 425 
glory. Filling creation with God worshippers. And when it’s embraced and done God’s way, 426 
blessing always ensues.  427 

So, what I want you to walk away this morning with? Well I hope you walk away knowing that 428 
Paul was writing to a church that was in disarray and that he was speaking to the church that 429 
was gathered together for worship and certain guidelines that they needed to follow in order 430 
for the church to be at peace, to be at unity, to be productive, to be following God’s design 431 
and plan. And when we obey God’s word, follow his design, his glory is displayed. You see, 432 
the world says it shouldn’t be done this way. The world says this is wrong. And that this is 433 
unfair. And that this is abusive. God says, you do it my way. It is the perfect picture of 434 
equality. It’s the perfect picture of unity, amid diversity. And I will be glorified because I’ll 435 
make sure that it works. And it always does. The world looks at us disdainfully, but when we 436 
follow God faithfully, he manifests his blessing and his glory, and he does it every time. My 437 
prayer for this church is that we will take to heart the things that God says, not just the things 438 
that we like, not just the things that are easy, not just the things that are not, you know, 439 
contrary to the way the culture rolls. So we can kinda ease along with the current or stay 440 
over in an eddy. But that we will continue to follow God’s word, even swimming against the 441 
current of the times. And listen, it’s no longer a current. It’s a waterfall, isn’t it? But in the 442 
midst of this waterfall, swimming against this. Have you ever seen salmon swim upriver? 443 
Have you ever seen that? You have, haven’t you? Isn’t that the most intriguing thing you’ve 444 
ever seen? You know, you forget all about other fish when you see that, right? It’s because 445 
it’s so different. What the world needs to see is the church swimming against the current of 446 
this culture. Because that’s how God’s glorified. That’s how he’s honoured. That’s how he 447 
stands out in this world and makes people go, What is up with that? Cause it’s so different.  448 
 449 
[Closing prayer] 450 


